witnesses and the right to appeal to a higher authority shall be guaranteed at all
stages of proceedings.

Commentary

Rule 7.1 emphasizes some important points that represent essential elements for
a fair and just trial and that are internationally recognized in existing human rights
instruments (See also rule 14.). The presumption of innocence, for instance, is also
to be found in article 11 of the Universal Declaration of Human rights and in article
14, paragraph 2, of the International Covenant on Civil and Political Rights.

12 . Specialization within the police

12.1 In order to best fulfil their functions, police officers who frequently or
exclusively deal with juveniles or who are primarily engaged in the prevention of
juvenile crime shall be specially instructed and trained. In large cities, special police
units should be established for that purposé&

Commentary

Rule 12 draws attention to the need for specialized training for all law enforcement
officials who are involved in the administration of juvenile justice. As police are the
first point of contact with the juvenile justice system, it is most important that they
actin an informed and appropriate manner.

While the relationship between urbanization and crime is clearly complex, an
increase in juvenile crime has been associated with the growth of large cities,
particularly with rapid and unplanned growth. Specialized police units would
therefore be indispensable, not only in the interest of implementing specific
principles contained in the present instrument (such as rule 1.6) but more generally
for improving the prevention and control of juvenile crime and the handling of
juvenile offenders.




